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Reflection 
“Promise is a key concept in understanding 
Advent. We are all familiar with broken 
promises; indeed, it sometimes seems that 
broken promises are the only promises there are. 
This is a sign of the old age. The gospel 
announces the promise of God, which has an 
entirely different character from human 
promises because it is anchored in the very 
nature of the righteous God with whom ‘all 
things are possible’. Therefore, the principal 
defining characteristic of the Christian 
community, along with faith and love, is hope.”  

~ Fleming Rutledge 

†Prayer for the Week 
O Adonai, Ruler of the house of Israel, 
you appeared in the burning bush to Moses 
and gave him the law on Sinai: 
Come with outstretched arm to save us. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Sources and Credits: 
Art Attribution: Anonymous. Burning Bush, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
The Advent Candle Lighting is written by Dr. Montisa Anntoinette Watkins and Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis and published in 
Wait for the Lord: An Advent Candle Liturgy.   
The Prayer of Confession is from the Book of Common Worship.  
The Prayer of Illumination is written by Teri McDowell Ott and published in The Presbyterian Outlook.  



 
First Sunday of Advent 

Gathering in God’s Love 
The prelude is a call for personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 
 

PRELUDE  
O Adonai from O Antiphon Sequence | Cecilia McDowall 

SENTENCES  

WELCOME 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart.  

Children of God… 

With the Holy Spirit as our guide, we join the prophet Jeremiah  

in testifying to your timeless, unending faithfulness in the shadowiest of days.   

“The days are surely coming,” says the Lord,    

“when I will fulfill the promise   

I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.   

In those days and at that time    

I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David,    

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.   

In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety.   

And this is the name by which it will be called:   

The Lord is our righteousness.” (Jeremiah 33:14-16)  

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 *HYMN 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1, 3) | VENI EMMANUEL  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LM with refrain

VENI IMMANUEL

www.hymnary.org/text/o_come_o_come_emmanuel_and_ransom

Text: Latin, 12th cent.; composite

Tune: Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt.

Thomas Helmore, 1854

O Come, O Come, Immanuel

This hymn is in the public domain. You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship. If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of the future,  

you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.  

We confess that we have not expected your kingdom,  

for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.  

We accept and offer lies as truth,  

exploit neighbors, abuse the earth   

and refuse your justice and peace.  

In your mercy, forgive us.  

Grant us wisdom to welcome your way,   

and to seek things that will endure   

when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of our Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Listening for God 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Savior God, guide us by your word and Spirit, that we might hear your truth,  
heed your call and be prepared for Christ’s coming this Christmas. Amen. 

SACRED SCRIPTURE 
Exodus 3:1-16 
Romans 10:5-10 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 



SERMON 
“O Adonai” 

Responding in Faith 

*HYMN OF THE WORD 
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence | PICARDY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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Text: Liturgy of St. James, 4th c.;

    adapt. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885)

Tune: French meloyd, 17th c.;

    harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
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PICARDY
www.hymnary.org/text/let_all_mortal_flesh_keep_silence
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH  
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  

      the Father almighty,  

      maker of heaven and earth,  

      of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

      the only Son of God,  

      begotten from the Father before all ages,  

      God from God, Light from Light,  

      true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made;  

      of the same essence as the Father.  

      Through him all things were made.  

      For us and for our salvation  

      he came down from heaven;  

      he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

      and was made human.  

      He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;  

      he suffered and was buried.  

      The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.  

      He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

      He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.  

      His kingdom will never end.  



 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  

      the Lord, the giver of life.  

      He proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

      and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  

      He spoke through the prophets.  

      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

      We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

      We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,  

      and to life in the world to come. Amen.  

OFFERING 
To give online, scan the QR code to the right: 

OFFERTORY 
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659  | Johann Sebastian Bach 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

PRAISE

Rom 13:11, Ps 17:15, Ps 148:1-2, Eph 1:3 8 8 8 8

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
(Doxology; see also ’Awake, My Soul, And With The Sun’)

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674.  Music: ’Old 100th’ Genevan Psalter, attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1551.
Setting: Sternhold and Hopkins’ Psalter, 1561.

copyright: public domain.  This score is a part of the Open Hymnal Project, 2006 Revision.

1. Praise God, from Whom all bles sings flow; Praise Him, all crea tures here be low;

Praise Him a bove, ye heav’n ly host; Praise Fa ther, Son, and Ho ly Ghost.

 



SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

Invitation  

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Mystery of Faith 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Words of Institution 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Prayer Response 

God of our salvation, hear our prayers. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory forever. Amen. 



 

Departing in Joy 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*HYMN  
Savior of the Nations, Come | NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND  
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Savior of the Nations, Come
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

102

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Attr. Ambrose of Milan, 4th cent.; German para. Martin Luther, 1523;
    English trans. stanza 1, William Morton Reynolds, 1850, alt.;
    English trans. stanzas 2–4, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006
MUSIC: Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524; harm. Sethus Calvisius, 1594
English Trans. St. 2-4 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND
7.7.7.7

Though some hymns attributed to Ambrose are doubtful, this one seems rather surely to be by him. Luther’s
German version (commemorated in the tune name) dropped one syllable from each line of the Latin text,
giving the hymn its characteristically declarative Lutheran form.

102-savior of the-315.mus, Page 1



 

CHARGE 

Life is short. 

We have not much time to gladden the  

hearts of those who journey with us. 

Therefore, be swift to love, make haste to be kind. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
O Adonai from O Antiphon Preludes | Nico Muhly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

†Learning Liturgy 
The seven "O Antiphons" (also called the "Greater Antiphons" or "Major Antiphons") are prayers 
that are prayed in the days leading up to Christmas. Each Antiphon begins with "O" and 
addresses Jesus with a unique title which comes from the prophecies of Isaiah and Micah and 
whose initial letters, when read backwards, form an acrostic for the Latin "Ero Cras" which 
means "Tomorrow I come."  

Those titles for Christ are:  

Sapientia (Wisdom)  
Adonai (Lord of Israel)  
Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse)  
Clavis David (Key of David)  
Oriens (Radiant Dawn/Dayspring/Morning Star)  
Rex Gentium (King of all nations/Gentiles)  
Emmanuel (God with Us) 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Blaine Crawford 

Music Director: Jon Riss 
Nursery Care: Desde Visconti 

Liturgist: Victoria Jiminez and family  
Acolyte: Madison Floyd  

Ushers: Mark & Elizabeth Lindberg  
Communion Servers: Bill Bayer, Mary Bongiovi 

and Rob Graafland 
Coffee Hour Host: Olivia Graff 

 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
NURSERY: Nursery care is available today in Classroom #2 (downstairs in John Knox 
Hall). Please ask an usher if you need assistance.  

CHAPEL TIME: Children should gather in the Chapel at 10:30am (parents welcome to 
stay), before joining the Congregation for Communion in the Sanctuary. There is no 
Sunday School this week. 

FALL ADULT ED: ‘SPEAKING ABOUT FAITH: Raising Children to be followers of 
Jesus.’ We will meet in the Upper Room at 11:50am for the second of our monthly 
conversations about faith, parenting, and our children. Christian Education Director 
Adam McAllister will lead a workshop about at-home Advent practices to celebrate 
together as a family in preparation of Christmas. Childcare will be provided. 

IPC/ST. B’s for REFUGEES 

We are thrilled to share that the Hernandez family has arrived safely and is now 
living in Yonkers. As they settle into their new home, we are seeking volunteers to 
assist with helping the parents enroll and attend ESL classes; 
connecting the family with nearby medical providers and accompanying them to 
initial appointments; as well as visiting during the week to spend time with them 
and/or show them around. The family speaks only Spanish and communicates 
through Google Translate, so patience and kindness are key.  Financial assistance 
is also greatly appreciated.  For more information or to get involved,   please 
contact Barb Hanna (barbarafhanna@yahoo.com) or Susan Brunenavs 
(susan.brunenavs@gmail.com). 

SILENT AUCTION  
TO BENEFIT THE CONCERT FUND 

You can have a character named for you or a loved one in Susan Breen's new 
novel, Merry, to be published in September 2025.  Or how about an hour of IPC's 
own piano man, Jonathan Ackerman, playing for your Christmas party?  This and 
other great items, including themed baskets, are available to bid on in a ‘Silent 
Auction’ beginning today. A fundraiser for the IPC Concert Fund, the silent auction 
will run from 12/1 through the reception following the Messiah concert on Sunday 
12/15.  Bids can be placed in the parlor during coffee hour and in the church office 
during the week from 8:30am-12:30pm.     

mailto:barbarafhanna@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.brunenavs@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

HANDEL'S

MESSIAH 

Irvington Presbyterian Church Community Choir 
and Chamber Orchestra present 

Christmas Portion

     
Christina Rohm, soprano       Nancy Rathbun, soprano
Nicholas Simpson, tenor          Scott Lefurgy, baritone

Suggested donation:
$20/ person     $50/family

Sunday, December 15, 4pm 
Irvington Presbyterian Church
25 N Broadway, Irvington, NY

Jon Riss, conductor



 
UPCOMING ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DATES 

Greening of the Sanctuary 
Saturday, December 14 – 12 pm 

Messiah 
Sunday, December 15 – 4 pm 

Lessons and Carols  
Sunday, December 22– 10:30 am  

Christmas Eve Family Service  
Tuesday, December 24th – 2 pm  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
Tuesday, December 24th – 8 pm   

Sunday, December 29th– 10:30am  
Joint worship with St. Barnabas – Hosted by IPC 

_____________________________________ 
 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING ~ 2025 

As we near the end of 2024, we ask members and friends of the church to consider 
the ways they can generously give and serve in the church, in gratitude for the 
goodness of God. Your Estimate of Giving pledge not only helps us plan and grow, 
but it also becomes a tangible act of faith, ensuring IPC remains a place where 
hearts are lifted, and lives are transformed. Together, let’s continue to make our 
church a beacon of warmth, welcome, and hope for all.  

To make your 2025 Estimate of Giving pledge, please scan the following QR code: 

 
  



 
STAFF    

Rev. Dr. Blaine D. Crawford, Minister of Word & Sacrament   
e: blaine.crawford@irvingtonpresbychurch.org    

Jonathan Riss, FAGO, ChM, Director of Music  
e: jon.riss@irvingtonpresbychurch.org    

Adam McAllister, Christian Education Director    
   e: adam@irvingtonpresbychurch.org 

Emily Villar, Office Manager   
e: emily.villar@irvingtonpresbychurch.org      

Andrea Sarayli, Bookkeeper    
e: andrea.sarayli@irvingtonpresbychurch.org 

Rob Horan, Sexton    

Liz Marinis, Good Shepherd Director    
e: liz.marinis@irvingtonpresbychurch.org   

________________________________________________ 

New to IPC? Not yet on our weekly email?  
Sign up for our email list by scanning the QR code below: 

  

or by visiting the homepage of our website:  
www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org  

 

mailto:blaine.crawford@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
mailto:jon.riss@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
mailto:adam.mcallister@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
mailto:emily.villar@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
http://www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org/


 

OUR MISSION 
 

Irvington Presbyterian Church is called by Jesus Christ to glorify 
God in worship through word and song, grow as disciples 
through study, engage in mission to the world, joyfully extend 
hospitality and fellowship to all and, with God’s help, allow the 
Holy Spirit to work through us. 
 
We seek to be a place of healing, where individuals can feel safe 
and find sanctuary from their own hurts, and can then turn that 
healing spirit outwards, to help others. 
 
We believe God is calling each of us to ministry, and we seek to 
be a place where each member will feel helped and supported in 
discovering their gifts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Irvington Presbyterian Church 
25 N Broadway 

Irvington, NY 10533 
914-591-8124 

 
www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org 

Office Hours: 8:30-12:30, M-F 

 


