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Reflection 

“Riches . . . are gained with toil and kept with fear. They are 
enjoyed with danger and lost with grief. It is hard to be 
saved if we have them; and impossible if we love them; and 
scarcely can we have them but we shall love them 
inordinately. Teach us, O Lord, this difficult lesson: to 
manage conscientiously the goods we possess.” 

~ St. Augustine 

 

Prayer for the Week  
God, you promise never to forsake us,  
but to bring us to life, nurture us with your presence,  
and sustain us even in the hour of our death.  
Meet us in our deepest doubts when we feel abandoned,  
drowning in our fear of your absence.  
Visit us in the tension between our yearning and our anger,  
that we may know your mercy and grace in our time of need. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sources and Credits: 
Art Attribution: Tissot, James, 1836-1902. Rich Young Man Went Away Sorrowful, from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  
The Call to Worship is from Psalm 90:12-17.  
The Prayer of Confession and Prayer of Illumination are written by Rev. Philip Gladden, published in Presbyterian Outlook. 



Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Gathering in God’s Love 
The prelude is a call for personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 
 

PRELUDE  
Choral, Bicinium, Canon, Duo from Partita sopra ‘Nun freut euch’ | Lionel Rogg 

SENTENCES  

WELCOME 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  

Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants!  

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  

Make us glad as many days as have afflicted us  

and as many years as we have seen evil.  

Let your work be manifest to your servants  

and your glorious power to their children.  

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us  

and prosper for us the work of our hands— 

O prosper the work of our hands!  

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 



*HYMN 
O Word of God Incarnate | MUNICH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1867, alt.

Tune: Neu-vermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen,

 1693; adapt. and harm. Felix Mendelssohn,

 1847

O Word of God Incarnate

76 76 D

MUNICH
www.hymnary.org/text/o_word_of_god_incarnate

This hymn is in the public domain. You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship. If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and merciful God, we often wonder what we must do to be right 
with you. The gospel tells us what you have done for us in Jesus Christ to 
make us right with you. We establish rules and try to follow them to win 
your love. You call us to trust in your grace and promises in Jesus Christ. 
We strive for security by piling up the things of this life. Jesus says, “Come, 
follow me.” Lord, forgive our self-centeredness that seeks our well-being 
while we ignore the needs of others. Forgive our relying on ourselves 
rather than accepting fully Jesus’s call to discipleship. Help us to seek your 
kingdom and righteousness first in our lives. Through Jesus Christ, Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of our Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
Kids 8 and under are welcome to join Rev. Crawford at the front of the sanctuary. 
After Children’s Time, the youth are dismissed to their Sunday School classes and will 
rejoin the congregation at Coffee Hour. 

Listening for God 

†PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Almighty God, we join the psalmist as we say, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.” As we hear your Word read and proclaimed today, may our hearts be 
illumined by your Holy Spirit. May our lives and actions reflect the light of your Word 

that others may follow your path, also. Amen.  

†Learning Liturgy 
The Prayer for Illumination has a practical effect—it refocuses our concentration on God and 
God’s Word. The Prayer for Illumination also holds theological import—we express our desire 
to hear God speak to us. In our theological tradition, we believe we need God’s help, namely 
God’s Spirit, to understand and to obey God’s Word. And so, in the Prayer of Illumination, we 
ask for God’s help.   



SACRED SCRIPTURE 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15  

Mark 10:17-31 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

SERMON 
“How Hard It Is…” 

Responding in Faith 

*HYMN OF THE WORD  
Seek Ye First | LAFFERTY 
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Text: Jan Struther, 1901–1953, © 1931, Oxford University Press
Tune: SLANE, 10 11 11 12; Irish melody; harm. by Erik Routley, 1917–1982, © 1975, Hope Publishing Company
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*May be sung as a two-voice canon.

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

Text: Matthew 6:33, 7:7; adapt. by Karen Lafferty, b.1948
Tune: SEEK YE FIRST, Irregular; Karen Lafferty, b.1948
© 1972, CCCM Music/Universal Music–Brentwood Benson Publishing (admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com)

Seek Ye First



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*CONFESSION OF FAITH  

Heidelberg Catechism 

Q&A 110 

Q. What does God forbid in the eighth commandment [you shall not steal]?  

A. God forbids not only outright theft and robbery . . .  

but also cheating and swindling our neighbor....  

In addition, God forbids all greed and pointless squandering  

of his gifts.  

Q&A 111  

Q. What does God require of you in this commandment?  

A. That I do whatever I can for my neighbor’s good,  

that I treat others as I would like them to treat me,  

and that I work faithfully so that I may share with those in need.  

OFFERING 

To give online, scan the QR code to the right: 

OFFERTORY 

Récit and Passacaille from Partita sopra ‘Nun freut euch’ | Lionel Rogg 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Departing in Joy 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*HYMN  
My Faith Looks Up to Thee | OLIVET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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CHARGE 

Life is short. 

We have not much time to gladden the  

hearts of those who journey with us. 

Therefore, be swift to love, make haste to be kind. 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
Toccata from Partita sopra ‘Nun freut euch’ | Lionel Rogg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

NURSERY: Nursery care is available today in Classroom #2 (downstairs in John 
Knox Hall). Please ask an usher if you need assistance.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Gather in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.; stay through Children’s 
Time before heading down to classes. 

ADULT ED: The next Adult Education class will begin next Sunday, October 20th, 
following Coffee Hour. We will meet in the Upper Room at 11:50 am. Childcare 
will be provided. Parents are encouraged to send a sack lunch for their children. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Blaine Crawford 

Music Director: Jon Riss 
Nursery Care: Desde Visconti 

Liturgist: Laura Graafland 
Acolyte: Maggie O’Shea 

Ushers: Mark & Elizabeth Lindberg 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Sebastian, Ellen and Tim Sledge 

 



 

‘CHRISTIANITY IN A TIME OF WAR.’ 
October 20, 27; November 10, 17 
Taught by George Bollenbacher 

Christianity has dealt with war ever since its beginnings, but many of us have only 
lived with war since Russia invaded Ukraine. This course will look at how wars 
impact those who are involved and those who aren't, how Christianity has dealt 
with war in the past, and how Christians can deal with war in the current times. 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
MEN’S MINISTRY: The Men's Ministry meets once a month. Over breakfast, they 
share about their lives and reflect on Scripture together. If you would like to stay 
appraised of Men's Ministry activities, please contact Jonathan Ackerman 
(jonathanack@gmail.com).  

PRAYER MINISTRY: All are welcome to gather for a time of weekly prayer in the 
parlor on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Prayer requests can be submitted in worship on 
the prayer cards or with the church office. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 
We are in need of Coffee Hour Hosts for November! If you would like to volunteer, 
please use the Sign-up genius link included in the Monday emails sign up.  If you 
have any trouble signing up, please don't hesitate to reach out to Melissa Campbell 
(campbeme@gmail.com) for help or questions. 

HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY 
On Friday, October 18th, The Rivertowns Chamber of Commerce is partnering 
with The Rivertowns Playhouse (resident theater of Irvington Presbyterian) for a 
Halloween Block Party and special theatrical performance on the back lawn of the 
church. To extend the day of fun, IPC will be hosting pumpkin painting beginning 
at 5 p.m. We are looking for volunteers to assist with purchasing art supplies, 
setting up for the event, assisting with painting during event, and clean-up after 
the event. Please contact Rev. Crawford if you would be interested in helping. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All performers - and all musical styles - are welcome! 

This is a great event that brings people from the community, many from outside 
our church, so it is a wonderful opportunity for the wider community to get to 
know about IPC.  If you would like to sign up to perform, or if you are able to assist 
with making food, setup and cleanup, please contact jonathanack@gmail.com. 

 

Irvington Presbyterian Church Presents 
Open Mic. Community Music Concert 

When: Saturday, October 19, 2024 (7pm Perf/Dress Rehearsals 4-6pm)

Where: Irvington Presbyterian Church, John Knox Auditorium 

Who: Musicians of any style including voice and all instruments and ensembles 

Accompaniment: Included Free of Charge 

Guest Admission: $20/person, $50/Family Includes Dessert & Soft Drinks 
(no fee for performers) 

Contact: Jonathan Ackerman, 914-400-7268, jonathanack@gmail.com 

mailto:jonathanack@gmail.com


 

The Rivertowns honor our residents' beloved Veterans, Active Duty, Reserve, and 
National Guard members with beautiful military banners displayed in our community. 
This is our way of saying ‘Thank You’ to the brave men and women of our great United 
States military.

If you would like to honor a military hero in your life, beautiful full-color banners 
are available for your order. The honoree's photo & basic military information will be 
displayed and your family or business name printed on the banner in an attractive 
30"x60" patriotic design.

DISPLAY PERIOD:
Banners will be displayed November 2024 for Veterans Day. 
(Exact dates subject to change without notification.)

DISPLAY LOCATION:
You may select one of three display locations: Main Street and Broadway in Tarrytown 
Beekman Avenue and Broadway in Sleepy Hollow or Main Street in Irvington.

Sponsorship Rate: $275, per sponsored banner.

You may pay by check made payable to: 
American Legion Post 506 
{Write "Banner Program" in memo line} 
58 S. Highland Avenue • Ossininq, NY 10562 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Banners will be stored for future display periods until such time that they need to be retired 
due to condition.

For additional details, please contact: DYLAN SMITH 
(914) 312-1640 • Dylansmiththescout@gmail.com



 
STAFF    

Rev. Dr. Blaine D. Crawford, Minister of Word & Sacrament   
e: blaine.crawford@irvingtonpresbychurch.org    

Jonathan Riss, FAGO, ChM, Director of Music  
e: jon.riss@irvingtonpresbychurch.org    

Emily Villar, Office Manager   
e: emily.villar@irvingtonpresbychurch.org      

Andrea Sarayli, Bookkeeper    
e: andrea.sarayli@irvingtonpresbychurch.org 

Rob Horan, Sexton    

Liz Marinis, Good Shepherd Director    
e: liz.marinas@irvingtonpresbychurch.org   

________________________________________________ 

New to IPC? Not yet on our weekly email?  
Sign up for our email list by scanning the QR code below: 

  

or by visiting the homepage of our website:  

www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org  

 

mailto:blaine.crawford@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
mailto:jon.riss@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
mailto:emily.villar@irvingtonpresbychurch.org
http://www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org/


 

OUR MISSION 
 

Irvington Presbyterian Church is called by Jesus Christ to 
glorify God in worship through word and song, grow as 
disciples through study, engage in mission to the world, 
joyfully extend hospitality and fellowship to all and, with God’s 
help, allow the Holy Spirit to work through us. 
 
We seek to be a place of healing, where individuals can feel safe 
and find sanctuary from their own hurts, and can then turn that 
healing spirit outwards, to help others. 
 
We believe God is calling each of us to ministry, and we seek to 
be a place where each member will feel helped and supported 
in discovering their gifts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Irvington Presbyterian Church 
25 N Broadway 

Irvington, NY 10533 
914-591-8124 

 
www.irvingtonpresbychurch.org 

Office Hours: 8:00-12:00, M-F 

 


